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GROWING HOME ALUM
FURTHERS EDUCATION,
INSPIRES CHANGE

Everyone at Growing
Home has a story. Our
team has the pleasure of
helping kickstart
individuals' career paths
and witnessing COMPTIA A+ IT
countless graduates who
finish the program take
great leaps to become
agents of change in their
lives and the world
around them. Broderick
Hollins graduated from
our Workforce
Development Training
Program at the start of
2022. After much hard
work and dedication,

TRAINING

Broderick Hollins earned his Associate's
Degree in General Studies from Oakton
Community College in 2022.

Broderick has taken significant strides to further
his educational career and was recently featured on
British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) news radio.
The news clip shared Broderick’s triumphant
journey from starting school while incarcerated to
becoming a re-entering citizen with a mission to
further his education at the notable Northwestern
University. Broderick is six classes away from GROWING HOME ALUM
receiving his Bachelor’s degree in Social Science and CONTINUED

is currently a public speaker on restorative justice.
The Chicago native came to Growing Home with
many ambitions to broaden his career scope and life
path-and he’s doing just that. "My voice is heard a
lot. I talk about the (prison) system and its effect,
and I want people to learn from all the things I
share and, if needed, help turn around their own
life," said Broderick Hollins. Broderick hopes to use www.growinghomeinc.org/reports
his degree to help empower others through -media/

education. v

Congratulations!



https://www.growinghomeinc.org/reports-media/
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FARM TO- PANTRY
CONTINUED SUCCESS
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ROOFTOP GARDEN
PARTNERSHIPS

“It’s a good avenue for us to be able
to provide without making people
seek out a different place." - Farm
and Program Manager, Ezra Lee

Growing Home is proud to announce our new farm-
to-pantry partnership with Koinonia Ministry. Our
team has been working diligently to create new
opportunities for fresh food access in our local
community.

Since 2021, we have been establishing relationships
with food access points like the Greater Chicago
Food Depository to engage pre-existing food
channels for people looking for healthier food
through local pantries. In 2022, we broadened our
farm-to-pantry scope. We partnered with All
Things Through Christ at the Hopewell Church on
6600 S Hermitage, where we utilized the same
model of directly delivering freshly harvested
produce to a known entity. This Summer, after
much success and enthusiastic feedback from our
community residents, we added a third site at
Koinonia Ministry, a food distribution center
located at 7600 and Halsted. This center will receive
weekly helpings of 100 items from our farm--- now
increasing our total to 350 lbs of produce per week
going directly to our community.

TOMATOES ARE IN!
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“I use vegetables that culturally I grew up eating
and cooking, but now I have several healthier ways
to prepare them."

- LaQuandra Fair, Community Engagement
Coordinator, Growing Home

Summertime barbecues are a staple for Chicago residents
after spending much time inside because of the chillier
winter months. This year, Growing Home has put a new,
exciting spin on our Farm Stand tradition: Themed Third
Thursday Farm Stands— And they’ve been incredible. The
most recent, Grill and Chill was hosted on July 20, and we
celebrated the beauty of summer and healthy eating.
These farm stands are led by Growing Home Community
Engagement Coordinator LaQuandra Fair, and this farm
stand, in particular, included a grilling workshop with a
catch: not a single piece of meat was in sight.

These events uplift farm-to-table produce and healthy
cooking with Englewood and Chicago neighbors. The
biggest Farmstand of the year so far was our Juneteenth
event which hosted over 120 people at our 59 and Honore
market. These celebrations will continue till October and
feature local vendors selling products like flowers, fresh
juices, jewelry designs, and much more.

LaQuandra’s food demos bring our farm-to-table
concept to life. She shares, "I use vegetables that
culturally I grew up eating and cooking, but now I have
several healthier ways to prepare them. I love giving
samples of meatless meals and having our customers buy
the ingredients and prepare the same meal."




THE 2023 SUPPORTERS
OF GROWING HOME

Englewood Chef Launches Farm-
To-Table Catering Business,

With ‘Love In Every Bite’

Block Club Chicago, August 1, 2023:
ENGLEWOOD — LaQuandra Fair is almost always
thinking about food.

Fair plucks, chops, cooks and plates vegetable-
centric meals as the community engagement
coordinator at Growing Home, a farm-based
training program and organic farm in Englewood. A
key component of her job is to give neighbors
examples of healthy dishes they can prepare at
home, Fair said.

Food “brings people together and strengthens
relationships,” Fair said. Now, she hopes to bring
more of her food to Chicago neighbors.

---To read the rest of the article and view recent

media coverage of Growing Home, go to:
growinghomeinc.org/reports-media
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