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GROWING HOME COMMUNICATIONS NARRATIVES 

Mission Statement

Growing Home’s mission is to operate, promote, and demonstrate the use of organic urban agriculture as a vehicle for job training, employment, and community development.

Vision Statement

We have a vision of a world of healthy people and communities. Everyone deserves to have a good job, and everyone deserves good food.

Organizational Summaries

Short (21 words):
Growing Home is a nonprofit organic farm that provides employment training and organic produce in the Greater Englewood community of Chicago.

Medium (62 words):
Growing Home works to empower healthy people and communities in the South Side of Chicago through our innovative work in urban agriculture. We run a farm-based employment training program to help individuals with barriers to employment find and keep stable, full-time jobs. Through our USDA-certified organic farms, we also seek to provide healthy, fresh food and food education to our neighbors in Englewood. 

Including Mission Statement (73 words):
Growing Home’s mission is to operate, promote, and demonstrate the use of organic urban agriculture as a vehicle for job training, employment, and community development. Our unique employment training program uses farming to teach transferable skills to individuals with barriers to employment, giving them the opportunity to secure full-time, stable jobs. Through our USDA-certified organic farms, we also seek to provide healthy, fresh food and food education to our neighbors in Englewood. 

Long - Including Mission Statement (148 words)
Growing Home’s mission is to operate, promote, and demonstrate the use of organic urban agriculture as a vehicle for job training, employment, and community development.

At Growing Home, we believe that farming is a unique and powerful vehicle to teach hard, transferable job skills, while also providing a therapeutic experience to individuals who are looking for personal growth and connection. Our innovative, farm-based training program creates employment opportunities for individuals with criminal records, low education, lack of work history, and other extreme barriers to sustained employment.
Since 2006, we have focused our work on the city’s South Side in Englewood, a community where nearly half of residents live below the poverty line, one in five residents are unemployed, and many have limited access to fresh, healthy food. Growing Home is helping to redefine local, sustainable food systems as we operate Chicago's first and only high­-production, USDA­-certified organic farms.
Very Long - Including Mission Statement (208)
Growing Home’s mission is to operate, promote, and demonstrate the use of organic urban agriculture as a vehicle for job training, employment, and community development. Since 2006, we have focused our work on Chicago’s South Side in the Greater Englewood community. Our USDA-certified organic farms serve as the foundation for our innovative employment training program, and produce between 20,000 and 30,000 pounds of vegetables and herbs annually.  

Our farm-based employment training program aims to increase employment opportunities for individuals with criminal records, low education, lack of work history, and other extreme barriers to workforce entry. Each year, from April through October, we enroll approximately 50 individuals seeking to gain job skills and secure long-term employment. Through hands-on field work, classroom training, and individualized case management, our paid 14-week program provides the tools, skills, and support participants need to find and keep good jobs. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]We also use our farms to provide affordable, healthy food and food education to our neighbors in Englewood. We grow over 200 varieties of vegetables, which we sell at affordable prices at our weekly Wood Street Farm Stand and other local markets. Through cooking demonstrations, farm tours, and community outreach, we help our customers and their families integrate nutritious choices into their lifestyles. 

Press Release Boilerplate

With Chicago’s first and only high-production, USDA-certified organic farms, Growing Home runs an innovative employment training program that uses urban agriculture to teach job skills for individuals with barriers to employment. We also strive to provide healthy food and food education to the Greater Englewood community, where our farms are located. Our produce can be found at our farm stand and at farmers markets throughout the city. To learn more, please visit growinghomeinc.org. 
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